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BMNT - 0600 Hours
27 October, 1995
Fort Bragg, North Carolina

The Beginning of Morning Nautical Twilight (BMNT) is the
militaryacronymforthesymphonyofvisualcues-theindigotopurple
tolightblueaura-whichpresagessunrise.TociviliansBMNTis"“the
dawn’s early light” immortalized by Francis Scott Key in the
Star-Spangled Banner. To soldiers it is associated with death;
curiousthatitshouldbeboth-the poet’sfavoritereferencetothe
dispellinggloomofdarknessheraldingtherebirthofanewday-and
the deadliest time of the day in military perspective. That is so
becausepre-dawnattackscharacterizethemostruthlessandeffective
ofmilitary attackers; usuallyconductedunderduressagainstamore
numerous, less disciplined foe - often in an assumed safe zone, or
non-combat rear area. Indeed, such actions established and
constituted the very concept of historical surprise as a desperate,
last ditch measure to level the playing field in the face of
overwhelming and often tyrannical aggression. In that regard, BMNT
isatoncethelightofresurrectionandthereluctantshadowofdoom;
the shades of gray transmutation between celestial good and evil -
the classicaltime to strike the arrogant, the physically superior,
the wicked.

InaccordwithArmydoctrineemphasizingsurprise,itwasduring
BMNT that the first sniper shot snapped across the parade ground at
Fort Bragg on that Friday in October, a short time after First Call
at0500.Zippingthroughtheairatsome1200feetpersecond,the.22
caliber CCI Stinger lead bullet (about the size of a pencil eraser
andweighinglessthanafractionofanounceat60grains)perforated
the body of Chief Warrant Officer Abraham Castillo.

The instantaneous process, if viewed in slow motion, would
reveal the extrusion of elastic human skin inward some 1.5 inches
before slicing through it; followed by the bullet’'s impact against
water-laden muscle and denser bone whose combined resistance
shatteredthe hotleadinto countlesssliversandshards. The cavity
tornintohumanfleshistypicallythesizeofachild’sfistandfrom
three to six inches deep; in others instances it might form a neat,
pencil-thin hole, through and through.

In clinical terms CWO Castillo’s flesh, blood and bone were
momentarilyacceleratedtothe speedofthebulletfragments, before
tearing asunder to evidence severe trauma. Conversely, in shooter
terms, the bullet “lost it’s integrity and disintegrated, thereby
imparting its energy to the target.” In this case, that would have
been calculable by the formula E= MV 2 (energy equals mass times
velocity squared) or about 120 foot pounds of force; 120 pounds
concentratedonapoint,onefifthofaninchwidethroughthedistance
of one foot, effected in less than a second; far more than enough
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directedenergyforthe shotthatstruck CWO "Castillo, toinstantly
renderhimparalyzed. Thatissobecause,ofthefinely-tunedbalance
required to maintain homeostasis in the human body envelope; that
precise and exquisite synchronicity of respiration, temperature,
circulation and involuntary reflex that constitute life.

Several successive shots then wounded Staff Sergeant Matthew
Lewis, Staff Sergeant Robert Kreager, Major Guy Lofaro and fourteen
more soldiers in the same manner; all were victims to the previous
equation and the immutable laws of physics versus fragile
homeostasis. Confusion, uncertainty and disbelief suspended the
objects of the dawn raid in the kill zone for critical seconds. Then
the snap and pop ofthe small Ruger10/22 “squirrel”rifle converted
to the more apparently recognizable crack-and-thump of a
high-velocity,assaultrifle. ThemillingbutinertBrigadeofcombat
soldiers evidenced the stupor traditionally attendant to BMNT
attacks; they were unwilling to break orderly ranks, unused to the
soundoflivefireonmain-post,incapable ofcomprehending military
violence in official peacetime, or frozen by fear despite their
symbolic rank and wartime service awards.

In less than 15 seconds, all of those conflicting senses and
inertiawere universally eradicated by asoundthey allknewwasthe
super-lethalbarkofanM-16spittingstaccatofireintotheirmidst.
Inresponse,thecreamofAmerica’sArmy,theamassedSecondBrigade,
of the 82nd Airborne Division - some 1,300 paratroopers - cracked.
The bulk ofthe hardcore Brigade simply ran away despite asinine and
nonsensical orders to “stand fast - rock steady - stand fast.” Most
oftheunarmed,unpreparedtroopsfledininstinctivepanic,although
some valiantly attended or shielded the wounded, while a courageous
few counter-attacked in empty-handed desperation. The scene was an
attacker’s dream, and a surprised commander’s worst nightmare;
unarmed and demoralized troops scattering and routed by a small but
terribly effective, and as yet unseen, unidentified and prevailing
enemy.

Tothevictimsitappearedthatmultiple concealedsniperswere
firing from a nearby wooded area, or possibly it was a lone gunman
moving along the tree-line to prevent being located. When Captain
Stephen Badger infiltrated the tree-line he was killed instantly by
one shot to the fore-head. The macabre physics calculation of such
a wound foretold only one possible outcome. The full metal
copper-jacketed.223 caliber/5.56mmlead Spitzerbulletweighing 55
grainsandtravelingat 3,240 feetper second impactingahumanhead
is catastrophic; itis the collision of 1280 foot pounds of red-hot
metallicenergyagainstaprimarilyblood-soakedandgelatinfilled,
cranialorbofsometwelve-pounds.Indeed,thebulletissofastthat
it drills a very small entry hole, slightly smaller than itself, or
about.220inches. Thethinboneisbeveled ontheinside, while the
bulletmushroomstotwiceitsoriginaldiameterformingarazor-sharp



KINGSTON - 14 - Suicide: Destruction of America’s Arm Chapter 1

flower. If stillintact, the bulletmay tumble end overend, orturn
sideways, or it may disintegrate altogether. Under the best of
circumstances from the point of view of the target, the entire mass
plus bullet and fragments rips and gushes out the opposite side of
the skull leaving a hole the size of man’s fist. However, from the
pointofviewoftheshooter,intheoptimalballisticcasethebullet

may develop perfect hydro-static shockin the wound cavity, thereby
accelerating the tender brain tissue and blood to hyper-velocity,
literally creatingaliquidbomb, muchlikeanexplodingwatermelon.
Similar effects have been produced in lung, stomach and even flesh
wounds by the hyper-velocity M-16 which has earned it a gruesome
reputation among soldiers along with a mumbo-jumbo mythology of
bullets tumbling or gyrating in flight. The energy imparted is
actually three times that of the government model 1911 .45 caliber
pistol renowned for it man-stopping power; although the M-16
“varmint’bulletisonlyhalfthediameterandone-fifthoftheweight

it is moving at three times the speed of the terrible .45!

Asthe sniper'sM-16 crackedagainandagain, twomore soldiers
wentdownwithwoundsandthen,justassuddenlyasithadbegun,the
dawn raid at Towle Stadium on Ardennes Street was over. Several
friendly Green Berets that had been jogging on an adjacentroad had
infiltrated from behind the attacker’s position. Unarmed, but
undaunted, they conducted a textbook assault, against an unknown
hostile force and managedto quickly overwhelmthe sniperwiththeir
bare-hands, without suffering any casualties. After disarming and
subduingtheshooterwithviolentandvengefulblowstothehead,face
and body with his own rifle, they were stunned to hear him begto be
killed. Their shock evolved further to dismay caused not by the
attack, not by the anger of a captured terrorist, not by the visage
ofaclassic enemy soldier, butby anincomprehensible realization;
the shooter was one of their own!

In fact, the Brigade had been fired upon, had suffered death
and mutilation, and had endured ignominy and fear - at the hands of
afellowparatrooper.Theshooterwasanon-commissionedofficer,and
NCO from the 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment of the All-American
Division, SergeantWilliamJ.Kreutzer.Yet,havingexecutedcarnage
in his self-proclaimed “one and only chance to make my last stand”
he had reverted to a tearful and suddenly contemptible state of
helplessness; he expressedaproclivitytodie thatwas patently and
genuinely suicidal. Immediately after his capture he recalls,

“I felt betrayed by GOD...my strength left me...| felt
powerlessagainstTHEM...Icouldn’tevenstruggle...ltold
THEMtokillme...instead THEY kicked and hitme...inthe
face...with myownrifle...GOD shouldn’'thave letme down
that way...should at least have let me...be blown away.”
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Althoughlwasthankfullynotpresentatthatscene, Irecalled
meeting Sgt Kreutzer briefly during my visit to Fort Bragg in early
1995. The encounter was neither official nor substantive, just a
casual encounter at the Post Exchange shopping center where he
impressed me as asmart, hard-charging young Buck Sergeant spending
hisownmoneytopurchasesuppliesforhissquad.Inshort,hecouldn’t
have been more well-mannered, professional, or commendable.

In stark contrast, the full-color, and full-cover front-page
headlinesintheArmyTimesnewspaperwailed,"MURDERATFORTBRAGG.”
Atthetime,tomeasaservingofficerofcombatarms,nosetoffacts
or circumstances to such an incident could ever hope to neither
mitigate nor reasonably explain such an appalling act by a soldier,
andnone seemedapparentinthis case exceptoutrightcriminal guilt
of premeditated murder, however insane. But, the contrast between
Kreutzer's persona, and the murderous incident rankled, leaving me
with a distinctly unsettled feeling, a queasy portent of a more
sinisterrealityyethidden. tmayhave beentheincredulity ofthe
event or the incongruity of the act versus my impression of Sgt.
Kreutzer, or it may have related subliminally to the purpose of my
triptoFortBraggin1995.Infact,duringmyvisitwithMajorGeneral
WilliamGarrison,theCommandingGeneraloftheJohnF.KennedyCenter
for Special Warfare, | reported my personal experiences and
observations with regard to unofficial, vigilante-type, misconduct
andconditionsthatappearedtocontributetosuicidesinthe Special
Forces Community. At the time, | was too busy to pursue my visceral
reactions to Kreutzer’s shooting more fully, as I was concluding a
tour at West Point as Deputy Director of Operations, Plans and
Security,andwasanticipatingatourinBosniawithTaskForceEagle.

However, ayear and a half later, aware that Kreutzer had been
tried, convicted and sentenced to death | wrote to him on Death Row
at the Army Disciplinary Barracks at Fort Leavenworth and inquired
asto hismotivations and objectives. He passed on myinquiry to his
father,whointurn contacted Todd Richissin, a Staff Writer for the
Raleigh News Observer in Charlotte. Richissin then called me and
offered to FEDEX me a copy of his article on the incident. When it
arrivedthe nextday | openedthe package and unfolded the newspaper
from Raleigh to reveal shocking headlines extensively supported by
a total of three full pages of detailed research, documents and
photos.

NOBODY LISTENED

“NOBODY LISTENED”wasthe insightfultitle of Todd Richissin’s
comprehensive investigative article in the March 9 th 1997 issue of
the Sunday edition of the Raleigh News and Observer. The subtitles
elaborate: “A SOLDIER WARNS OF HIS VIOLENT INTENTIONS - Sqt.
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Kreutzer'slethalshootingspreemightnothaveoccurredhadthe Army
followed its rules " Notabad summary and a damning analysis with
regardtotheleadershipofthe Army’spremierandshowcasedivision,
the celebrated 82nd Airborne, “All-Americans.”

AslreadthesorryitwasobviousthatMr.Richissinhadauthored
a thorough, objective and subjective analysis of the prelude and
resultsofthe GeneralCourtMartialofSergeantWilliamJ.Kreutzer,
his dishonorable discharge and confinement to Fort Leavenworth
Disciplinary Barracks and his sentence of death. Based on apparent
fact and legal theory, a just outcome given the butcher’s bill
inflicted on his fellow soldiers by Kreutzer: killing a Major and
wounding 19 other officers, non-commissioned officers and troops by
shooting ata Brigade PT formation with high-velocity rifles from a
concealed sniper position. Objectively, swift and sure justice
appearstohavebeenserved...aneyeforaneye...alifeforalife.
Subjectively - especially just considering the crime as a military
ambush, by amilitary non-commissioned officer against his superior
andsubordinatemilitaryofficersandmen,intheperformanceoftheir
military duties on a military base.

In other times and places, such attacks have qualified as
treason. Read Article 1ll, Section 3. Of the U.S. Constitution:

“Treason against the United States shall consist only in
levyingwaragainstthem, orinadheringtotheirEnemies,
giving them Aid and Comfort.”

Arguably such an armed attack by an American Sergeant was a
warlike act, and generally served to aid and comfort America’s
enemies. Onecould makethe casethatKreutzer’'sobviouslyfelonious
criminal sniper attack was also treasonous in character, if not
intent.Inanycase,noworsefatecouldbefallanysoldier,anywhere
thantobemurderedbyhiscomradeincold-blood.Butmurder,hasmany
sinister forms.

Subjectively, the story is more tragic still. In fact, the
Raleigh News Observer and its insightful reporter deserve to be
commended for their perspicacity and courage in specifying
contributingfactors,andfocusingcriticismonthe Armyleadership,
insuchatragic case, with anobviously heinous perpetratorwhowas
reputed to have been observably crazy for along time. Essentially,

Richissin positsthatthis, “shooting spree MAY NOT have occurredif
the Army had followed its rules.” AMEN? Not quite.

That would be safely correct, in so far as it goes; however, |
wouldgomuchfarthertoexpressthefulltruthofthiscase. Indeed,
the shooting WOULD NOT and COULD NOT have happened had the Army
medically or unfavorably discharged trooper Kreutzer based on his
reportedlysuicidalorpathologicalpsychologicalbehavior. But,my
intuition is that justice in this case was at once a critical
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millimeter and is still yet a full mile short of the full truth. In

my reluctant judgmentin 1997, the real crime was unacknowledged if
notundiscovered,andfurtherimpartialinvestigationwouldpointthe
way to a graver injustice thereby revealing the first victim, and
identify the truly guilty. Despite aunanimous conviction, the fact
caseunearthedby ToddRichissin’sinvestigationin1995raised many
more alarming questions in my mind than it answered. A few of the
guestions and lines of critical reasoning that every competent
militaryandlegalprofessionalwouldrecognizeatfirstglanceserve

to frame both this incident and this opening chapter:

QUESTION1: WhywouldtheArmyenlistarecruitwitha“serious,
long-standing “schizotypal personality disorder” characterized by
social isolation, anger, obsessive ness and pre-occupation with
weapons™? No effective medical screening?

QUESTION 2: Why wasn’t such a serious disorder detected under
the stress and intense scrutiny attendant to basic, advanced and
airborne infantry training? Why did he self-select out of Ranger
training?

QUESTION 3: What event or circumstances transitioned Kreutzer
fromamodelsoldiertoaproblemsoldierinthe eyesofhiscomrades
and himself? Did he, or did they, not receive timely and effective
leadership counseling?

QUESTION4: IfKreutzerdidn’t“fitin"withhiscomradesbecause
of his positive character traits (he did not smoke, drink alcohol,
or abuse drugs) and because he attained high academic grades and
superior marksmanship scores - what does that say of the character
of his comrades, and the Army?

QUESTION 5: If other troops actually bragged about stringing
wireatneck-heightatnighttoentraporgarrote Kreutzeronhisway
tothelatrine,(atechniguethathasbeentaughtandusedbyguerillas
and commandos to strangle or decapitate enemy troops), and such
practices severely injured or frightened Kreutzer, would it not
justifyviolencebyhiminself-defense?Wouldsuchlife-threatening
actsbejustificationforhis“socialisolation,angerandparanoia’?

QUESTIONG6: Howcantherebeanyvalidityorcreditgiventothe
conceptthatthehazing,practicaljokes,pranks,propertytheftsand
threatstokillinflictedonKreutzerbyhisso-calledcomradeswould
have stopped, if he had replied in kind? Indeed were his so-called
threats of homicide desperate attemptsto fit-in? Were his attempts
to act tough and fit the mold of an airborne killer (in accord with
the popular slogans “alean-mean-killing-machine” or “killthem all
and let God sort them out”) either overblown or insufficient, and
ultimately rejected?

QUESTION7: Whatwasitaboutlosing aspare barrel foran M-60
machine-gun (a non-lethal, non-reportable and non-firing part of a
weapon) that resulted in a temporary administrative letter of
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reprimand, that caused Airborne Infantry Sergeant Kreutzer to “cry
to other soldiers.”

QUESTIONS8: Whywouldheexpressrepentanceorcontritiontohis
fellow soldiers, if he was such an inevitable threat to them?

QUESTION9: WhydidKreutzer'sostensibleprofessionalcomrades
notemphasize andreinforce hissubstantive abilitiesinstead ofhis
superficial physical peculiarities; did they extend appropriate
recognition for his capabilities as a college graduate and military
history buff in an Army obsessed with high-technology, and
out-thinking the enemy, versus brute force?

QUESTION 10: What forces were at work withinthe 82nd Airborne
thatwould encourage hiscomradesto“haze”Kreutzer; asoldierthat
had volunteered to go in harm’s way and perform his duty with them
on the “frontiers of freedom” in the Sinai?

QUESTION11: Whywouldresponsiblemilitaryleadership,promote
an allegedly suicidal or “crazy” soldier obsessed with weapons to
supervise the heavy weapons squad, maintain all the unit’s keys and
key controls, plus a “Haunted House” for dependent children?

QUESTION12: Whyisafascinationorexpertisewithfirearmson
thepartofanAirbornelnfantry Sergeant,consideredtobeasymptom
of psychological deviousness, criminal or suicidalintent? Doesn’t
the Army spend billions of acquisition, training and personnel
dollars to achieve intense interest and expertise with weapons?

QUESTION 13: Whydidn’'t Major Fong initially refer Kreutzerto
an accredited clinical facility or discuss Kreutzer’s threats with
the Commander, Chaplain, or clinic in person, if that soldier was
truly evidencing suicidal or psychopathic tendencies?

QUESTION14: WhatconditionsconvincedMajorFongthatKreutzer
was doing fine, and to close the case, with adisposition of “Return
to Duty” in 19947

QUESTION 15: Why didn’t the Chaplain, or the Psychiatrist at
Womack Army Hospital, or the “superiors” Kreutzer contacted respond
withconcern,compassion,ruthlessefficiency,orevenidlecuriosity
to Kreutzer’'s numerous appeals for help?

QUESTION 16: If Kreutzer was either crazy or criminally
irresponsible, why and how would he be so capable of deliberate,
responsible, and rational verbal and written appeals to so many
appropriate authorities?

QUESTION 17: If Kreutzer was that crazy, schizoid, and out of
controlwhy did he contacthis closest soldier buddyin alastditch
attempt to be talked out of acting to end his misery at its source?

QUESTION 18: What was the real source of Kreutzer’s pain and
self-hate?Wasitinternaltohimandextendedout?Orwasitdirected
at him personally from external sources which he internalized, and
then finally retaliated against? What circumstances brought these
forces to an explosive culmination on that fateful day?

QUESTION19: WhywouldKreutzer'sFirstSergeantparticipatein



KINGSTON - 19 - Suicide: Destruction of America’s Arm Chapter 1

amacabrechallengetothecourageandmanhoodofoneofhisowncombat
troops?

QUESTION 20: Where wasthe company commander throughoutall of
this, and what was his attitude or contributing actions?

QUESTION 21: How could Bill Kreutzer be sane enough to be
admitted and graduate from the University of Maryland, sane at
enlistment in 1992, become “Crazy Kreutzer” in 1993, then be doing
finein1994,suddenlytobeconvertedintoahomicidalmassmurdering
lunatic who begged to be killed by his victims in 1995, then
miraculously become sane enough to stand trial in 1996 for
pre-meditated murder and plead guilty with no mitigating
circumstancessuchasserious andlong-standing pre-existing mental
health, all followed by a history of incarceration as an apparently
normal person despite being under the severe stress of condemnation
on death row in 1997?

QUESTION22: Continuingintheabovevein,whydidKreutzerbeg
tobekilledduringthe attack, butconsiderthatcommitting suicide
wouldhavebeencowardly? Whywould hewantamilitary death, butnot
fear death?

QUESTION 23: Why would he want to inflict “carnage” but be
“satisfied by seeing the Brigade run away?”

QUESTION 24: Why are the (pre-incident and post-incident)
descriptions of his personality, physical characteristics and
emotional character by certain Army sources so contrary to how his
family, friends, teachers, photos and official records depict him?

QUESTION25: Whatforcesoreventscausedthelife-longgoodand
positive in himto have mysteriously become exceptionally negative,
and predictably diabolical?

THE$64,000QUESTIONDbehindthe QUESTIONS :Finally,whyandhow
could the blame for this long-running, far-reaching episode
consistently have been attributed so quickly and absolutely to one
lonely, besieged soldier, Sgt. William J. Kreutzer of Clinton,
Maryland?

The scope and complexity of it all made me wonder - had that
unjustcircumstance,becomeitsowncause,effect,andjustification?

The weight of those obvious questions caused me to get involved in
Kreutzer’s case to determine how or even - IF — the Army might have
actually contributed to or propagated these circumstances.
Considering that | was already deep into investigating the alarming
phenomenon of soldier suicides and Kreutzer was also on record as
makingsuicidalstatements,ldecidedtotakethetimetoinvestigate
Kreutzer’s case personally and informally. As a general civic
proposition, | believe it is the responsibility every capable

military officerandcitizentoinsistonafulldeterminationofthe

real causesforthe kinds of demonstrative acts of terrorand murder
manifested by our fellow citizen-soldier, young Billy Kreutzer on
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the All-American Division’s parade field in October of 1995. The
failure of individuals of all professions and means to hold our
institutions accountable at every level always invites those
bureaucraticsystemstodevelopperversesystemsandpromotesystemic
abuses of individuals.

The Real Crime

Neither Sgt Kreutzer nor his defense team - then or now —have
ever contested that he was the shooter and intended to kill; on the
11" of June 1996, a General Court Martial convicted him of the
premeditated murderofMajor StephenBadgerandtheattempted murder
of 18 other soldiers for which capitol verdict a board constituted
of five Officers and seven Non-Commissioned Officers unanimously
sentenced him to death by lethal injection.
Yet,inhisownlegallyinsufficientdefense hedidnonetheless
utter uncomplicated and non-conniving words that alone should have
raised some of the questions above as to his sanity, credibility,
motives, culpability and capability:

“I wanted to send a message to the chain-of-command that
had forgotten the welfare of the common soldier.”

WithKreutzer'sunaddresseddeadly message andthe above web of
25 or more inter-related questions topped by the one larger,
derivative question in mind, | came firmly to believe that the real
crime scenario has unfolded over a period of many years. Beginning
with Kreutzer’s enlistment in February 1992 at age 23, through the
shootingincidenton October27,1995,ithasextended and continued
invariousformsbeyondhisconvictionin1996tothiswritingin2005
— going on 13 years.

In my hypothetical scenario - based on profound years of
disturbing experiences | encountered long before the Kreutzer case
- | pictured a quiet, responsible soldier, personally competent in
his professional duties and whose leisure time is spent reading
military history and providing excellent commentary on guided tours
for his family and friends at Gettysburg National Battlefield and
Edgewater Arsenal Museum. No booze, no whores, no heavy metal acid
rock, nosexualharassment, noracialextremism, nogang’starap, no
financial irresponsibility, no violence, and no desire to be either
a bully, or a clown.

Ergo, he is a ‘misfit” to be ridiculed by his own comrades;
eventually physically, verbally attacked for failing to participate
in their aberrant “social” activities. He is relentlessly mocked,
scorned and humiliated in public and in formations as crazy, or an

Chapter 1
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anti-socialloner, oranut. Hislikenessis the subject of cartoons
onbulletinboards,andhispropertyisvandalized.Hispersonalgear,
whichisasoldier’sidentityandrepresentshissacreddeath-dealing

or life-giving capability, is trashed or pilfered or sabotaged; the

loss of his equipment could cost him his life, and further injures

his reputation. After several months of escalation, the shamed
soldier appeals to his sergeants, who have been tacit witnesses to
the group gang-bang and who do feel somewhat guilty, but naturally
they don’t want to go against the grain of the majority of troops.
One extraordinary NCO calls all the resttogether and demands that,
“...THIS stops right now.” He is ignored.

The weaker troops now join in, and the more aggressive are
unrestrained. Incidents involve threats with knives and firearms,
trip-wires, trip-flares, booby traps, explosives including
hand-grenade and artillery simulators, tear gas or pepper spray,
excrement or vomit, and occur at all hours and places to target the
victim’s intimate belongings and person by incorporating his food,
clothing and bed while he is asleep.

The blatant and public nature of this arrogant campaign of
personalizedterrorbringsthe matterindirectlytothe attentionof
the officersandthecommander. The shave-tailLieutenantsareeager
to win the fellow-ship of the Sergeants, who themselves solicit the
approval ofthetoughertroops;the majorityjoinindeprecatingthe

seeminglyweakeroddball. The Captain Companycommander,toobusyto

playgames,isbothamusedatthe expressions of swaggering elitism,
and bemused by the isolation of one of his troops. All, including
Kreutzer, now marvel at their role in “the system” in action,
theoretically purgingitselfofall butthe best: men-at-warandall
that, HOOHAH! Yet, allsavethevictimsublimelyhappythattheyare
notthevictim;justasGeorgeOrwellillustratedinhisnovel“1984."
Bynow,thetargetedyoungSergeantwillhavebeendoingadaily
tap-dance on a barbed-wire tight-rope along a minefield engineered
byhisentire unit;heloseshistemper, screamsathissuperiorsand
thatfrenzied,impulsive cryforhelpfinallyregistersontheradar
screens, albeit more as angry insubordination than as justifiable
complaint. The command initiates a minor administrative punishment
to the victim. The persecution has now metamorphosed significantly
as the full weight of the administration has unwittingly joined the
informalharassment;themobhasnowobtainedofficialsanction. That
sanctionmaybeacceleratedbyahappenstanceeventthatsupportsthe
pack’s “professional” motivation; the victim loses a sensitive item
related to the sanctity of the military mission, usually aweapon or
code book. If this occurs during a field exercise, inspection, or
readiness test, the incident will often be blown out of all
proportion. The effect is inevitable; it causes the victim to
tearfully and symbolically prostrate himself on the mercy of his
comrades. Of course, his plea for mercy and understanding is denied

Chapter 1
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and rejected, even scorned.

Eventually, the victimized American soldier can no longer cope
with the constant attacks, in conjunction with official command
rejection; he looks to special staff officers, the medical service
corps,thechaplain,socialworkers,friendsorunofficialombudsman.
Usually, these arethe mostliberalandleastwarlike of all troops;

a lot like the victim in fact. Read as: the most likely to want to
avoidconflictwiththecommanderortheacceptedbodyoftroops.They
may listen to the victim, but he is incapable of directly blaming
others or of adequately describing the situation, or they simply
cannot comprehend the nature of what he has been subjected to. Of
course, victims of a hazing campaign (just like a rape or incest
victim) are more prone to cover-up or conceal the acts they have
sufferedoutofshameorassumedself-guilt.Inanycase,themedical,
complaint resolution and counseling personnel don’t want to put
themselves in his shoes and go against the prevailing tide, or they
simply don’t want to stir-the-shit; they opt out or join the crowd,
declaringthatthevictim“doesnothaveadequatecopingmechanisms.”
The safety net folks bounce the victim back into the control of the
victimizers, and then they may even join the pack.

The terminal phase is now in effect; the howling pack is
unleashed, and the WITCH HUNT is on. The victim is completely
ostracized and may be ritually burned in effigy; in mostcases heis
withmaliceandforethoughtputintoacataclysmicscenariofromwhich
he cannot escape. The victim has no salvation. Unable to escape the
aggressions ofterroristicindividuals, the merciless group and the
impervioussystem, heusuallyelectstokillhimself; destroying his
bodyastheperceivedsourceofhispainandanguish.Lessfrequently,
butmaybe more spectacularly he cracks spontaneouslyand murdershis
tormentor, or on occasion targeting the larger system or unit.

Afterallissaidanddone,themoronicrumormonsterwouldthen
pontificate,“hefewgoodfriends...hewasquiet...heisstrange...he
wascrazy.” MostespeciallyinKreutzer’'scase,whocouldarguethat
at the instant of the shooting he was not temporarily insane? But,
how and why did he come to be so?

The First Victim

Theanswertothatquestionleadsrightbacktothehypothetical
scenarioabove. Iltseemsto me thatinthe fore-going manner, United
StatesArmySergeantWilliamJ.Kreutzer,ofACompany,4thBattalion,
325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division, 18th
Airborne Corps,wasthefirstvictiminthislong-running, felonious
crimebyaninstitutionalizedgangofsoldierthugs,criminalexperts
and high-ranking miscreants in uniform. That is my duly considered
opinion. Is it justified?
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Readily available and extensive evidence exists that Sgt.
Kreutzerwas seeking “mental health” help and leadership counseling
forwhathe describedin clear, concise, andrationallanguage as ‘I
am pre-occupiedwithviolentfeelings/thoughts”and*“lfeelagreat
deal of anger and hatred.” Why would he, as a loyal citizen and
faithful soldier, feelthatway? Furthermore, ifhe wasadetermined
criminal or merely lunatic, why would he bother to so meticulously
inform every relevant authority of his pending homicide? Or, if he
was a deranged lunatic who just snapped “without any indication” or
warning,howcouldhehavesoassiduouslyandpatientlyhaveinformed
hissuperiorsverballyandinwritingyearsbeforehand? Howinfact,
was he able to spell it out, in such precise, concise and legible
hand-writing?

Thatis because, as the same evidence demonstrates, he was the
subjectofgroupandindividualthreatsofviolence, harassment,and
discrimination. Interestingly, such intense and multi-faceted
activities in the general population are the object of intense
interest and are sanctioned as stalking, harassment, and
discrimination,orashatecrimesinadditiontovariousstatutecode
violations. Many capital defendants in such cases have been charged
with lesser offenses, medically committed, or acquitted.

Howeverthiscaseends,andifithadendedinPrivateKreutzer’'s
execution he will again have been victimized by the system that
createdhim;asystemthatdevelopedpatrioticmythologyandpro-Army
propaganda - a system that enlisted him, that provoked him, that
failed to sustain his fervent pleas for assistance and relief, that
failedtoprotecthimfromunlawfulaggressionandthatdishonorably
blamedhimforit'sownfailingsincharacter, ethics, teamwork, and
moral leadership.

Following the criminal victimization of Sergeant Billy
Kreutzer, his murderous compensatory actions claimed other
apparently blameless victims in the persons that he shot at random
in the massed Brigade formation.

“Ihadthe Colonel (Brigade Commander,John Scroggins)in
my sights...l don’t know why | didn’t shoot him?”

Is it because to him at that pointthey represented a faceless
lynch mob that had been tormenting him?

“lwasthinkingcarnage...afterlsawtheBrigaderunaway,
the rage, it ALL left me, | felt the message had been
sent...Ibeggedthemtokillme...Ididn’'tcare...l just
wantedITtoend...allthatwasleft, was forthe Military
Police to shoot me.”

BeyondKreutzer'spersonalanguishabout“IT”-withoutadoubt

Chapter 1
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Major Stephen Badger was the most significantly innocent victim of
them all. Yet, his spouse has written Kreutzer, and visited his
family,toexpressherempathyandsympathy.DianeBadgerstunnedand
evenoutragedcertainsoldiersofthe82ndAirborneDivisionwhenshe
demonstratively gave Kreutzer the Badger family Bible (Book of
Mormon, Another Testament of Jesus Christ). It was annotated, and
accompanied with a letter dated May 2nd, 1996,

“ Dear Billy, | am so sorry for what you are going through
now.Yourheavenlyfatherlovesyouverymuchandismindful
ofwhatyou are going through... Thisis my most treasured
possession. It has had a tremendous impact on mine and
Steve’s life. My prayer is that you will feel the spirit

of the Lord and know that it is true. With a Christ-like

Love. Dianne Badger.”

Again, more questions arise. What exactly did Mrs. Badger see
in this affair that aroused her compassion for the murderer of her
spouse and the husband of her children? What did she see, and what
didshe conveytothe Court-Martial, thatthe Army Counseland Judge
knowingly withheld from the jury? These were the concerns foremost
in my mind when | contacted Billy Kreutzer on Death Row on the 14
of March, 1997. He wrote me back on the 3 'd and again on the 11
April 1997, and later we also spoke on the telephone. Frankly, was
notatallsurprisedtohearinhimthe measuredandharmoniousvoice
of a reasonable and rational human being. No anger, no hate, no
scatological or aberrant thoughts or behavior; only peace
understanding and resignation. Human voices have that instant
capability to convey and represent an audio impression of a man’s
soul, his essential character.

Inotherwords,BillyKreutzerwashappierandmoreatpeacewith
the world on Death Row, in the most austere prison in America, then

he had been in the 4 h Battalion of the 325 ™ Infantry Regiment, of

the famous 82nd Airborne Divisionin October of 1995! In subsequent
telephonic discussions he confirmed some of my suspicions, and
withdrew or remained silenton others. Most tellingly, he recounted
formethetruthbehindtheincidentthathadresultedinhiswritten
reprimand, and which had significantly escalated the witch-hunt. He
did so in a very well-written letter free of any spelling and
grammatical errors. As | had suspected the truth was damning.

In late 1995, his company underwent a ten-day Exercise
Evaluation (EXEVAL)fromlate Septembertoearly October1995. Billy
hadbeenpromotedtoSergeantandsquadleaderthe previousMarchand
was assigned as leader of the weapons squad in May. He reports
leadership problemsarising from personnelturbulence, shortness of
manpower,andthepoorqualityofhissquad’sagingM-60machine-guns.
He complained that he had been issued 23-pound clubs which to his

th

th

of
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embarrassment often went “clink” when he attempted to provide
important suppressive fire for his platoon. He did not fault his
gunners who he describes as good, solid troopers, doing the best
possible job with what they had available and who performed well by
putting accurate fire on the target when the guns worked.

He recounts numerous broken parts (roller cams, extractor,
firing pins, ejectors, etc.) which although he was not an armorer,
he was able to repair because of his extensive study and on-the-job
training in weaponry, He felt that the impact of his responsibility
in conjunction with his good men and their hard work was not
extraordinary, but made him look better than he actually was. Prior
to the final phase of the EXEVAL his squad stood out above the line
infantry squads who slept or chilled-out while his men pulled
maintenance or perimeter security. In my experience such
circumstancesresultinenvythatspawnsabacklashorlevelingeffort
among military units.

Notsurprisingly,onthelastdayofthe EXEVAL,henoticedthat
“the problems began.” This was the day he would be reprimanded for
losing a bag that contained a spare machine-gun barrel, plus aiming
pintleandcleaningrods. Thoseitemsarenotserialnumberedandare
non-lethal,theyarenotweapons.Yet,becausehisplatoonwashalted
when he dutifully discovered the bag missing, he was accused of
imperilingacombat-readyevaluation,andincurringapossiblere-run
for the entire unit. That drastic evaluation did not transpire, and
infact, he personally found and recovered the missing spare barrel
by the daylight of that morning.

Moreover, he was able to find it by reconstructing how it may
have fallen off his rucksack. That reconstruction is to his credit,
and not detriment, by any interpretation. On the last day of the
EXEVAL,theculminatingeventwasalOkilometerforcedmarchthrough
swampy woods atnight. Atthat critical time he received abrand new
soldier,whoarrivedinthefieldwithoutinsectrepellent. Sergeant
Kreutzer gave the manhis own protective spray and proceeded tofill
inasammobearerforamissingman.Onthemarch,thenewguypromptly
sufferedaseriousallergicreactiontotheArmy’sGlissuebugjuice,
becoming very seriously ill and requiring the column to halt and
call-upthemedic.SergeantKreutzerthentooktheweakenedsoldier's
squad gear (the heavy spare-barrel bag of an assistant
machine-gunner) in addition to his own rucksack, weapon, extraammo
cansandbodyarmor. Myguessisinadditiontothe standardinfantry
load of 75 pounds Billy Kreutzer, demonstrating superior leadership
by example, took on and humped another 40 pounds until the new guy
recovered.Avoluntarytotalof115poundsorsowhilesloggingaround
in the muck, and he was the squad leader.

During the transfer, the woozy trooper hastily attached the
spare barrel bag to his squad leader’s rucksack without a security
tie-down(ordummycord).SergeantKreutzeradmittedlydidnotnotice
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thatthebagwasnotsecurelyfastenedtohimastheywereonthemarch
inwaterunderpitch-blackconditions.Insummarythough,hisoverall
actions, insofarasthey contributed to this minor and not unusual
training event in airborne infantry operations was far more
commendablethannegligent.Ironically, the sumtotal oftheactions
involved were in fact the very purpose of the EXEVAL; to develop
leadership, tactical marching skills, securing and recovering
equipment, effectingmedicalaid,andbuildingteamwork.Whilethose
purposesseemtohavegottenlostbysome,thetruthbehindtheEXEVAL
incident does serve to refute and highlight the lamentable
persecution of a dutiful young trooper, as he waits his officially
ordained death in Leavenworth, Kansas.

Onthedrivetohisparent'shomein Clinton,Maryland,Ibecame
aware that the Kreutzer family home, his school and formative years
weresituatedinMiddle America; notthe geographicalheartland, but
certainly part of the traditional “center” of America.

Aslsatinthe sniper’sfamilylivingroom, Iwas struck by the
realization that it might well have been that of my own my parents
in Scotch Plains, New Jersey. Neat, clean and unpretentious,
expressing a colonial style using natural colors and fabrics, itis
a small but comfy brick tract house built after World War 1l on the
GIBill.Ordinarydomesticcarsinthedriveway,goodgrooming,gentle
manners, flowers, pets, aflag, Ethan Allenfurniture, and CivilWar
books round out and verify the family’s American heritage.

Former policeman William Kreutzer senior is a big, strong,
soft-spokenmanwithoutahintofeffeminate,antagonisticorradical
tendencies. He carefully introduced his attractive and articulate
wife, Katherine to me so that she would not become alarmed or upset
byyetanotherimposingstrangerinvestigating herpreciousson. Not
once during my visit of several hours were there any fake tears nor
fas paux or paux pas; no acting, no unpleasantness, no rancor, nor
hatred - understandable concern, fear, suffering, and remorse
notwithstanding. Billy’s two married with children sisters doted on
him,andhisyoungerbrotherisahandsome, intelligent, considerate
man who looks much like him.

Unwavering eyeball-to-eyeball, the elder Kreutzer assured me
“mano-el-mano” that his son was neither a ticking time-bomb, nor a
lone-wolf wacko in his youth. He said, “Everybody Billy ever worked
fortoldmethattheywishedalltheirkidswerelikeBilly.” Healso
admitted to being surprised at one point by his son’s physical
strength, and his erudite ability to paint word-pictures for the
family and friends during their visits to the battlefields at
Gettysburg.Herememberswithpridehisson’sabilitytociteverbatim
thetechnicalcriteriaoftanksandweaponsondisplayattheEdgewood
Arsenal where the father had taken his boy to introduce him to the
traditionsofAmerica’sArmy.Hisfatheralsorecalledtheveryclose
and enduring friendships that Billy had formed in the neighborhood
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and among personnel of the regular Air Force, as well as local
veterans. Specifically, he spoke admiringly of Air Force Major
Michael Shipsey, who frequently stayed over with the family and who
introducedBillytotable-top“wargames”withotherairmenatAndrews
AirForce Base. He named one of Billy’s closest companions, as Chris
Miskimmon, now a Colorado policeman who still maintains a long
distancefriendship. Thefathercitedthe empathyof Army Specialist
BurlMays,afriendandsubordinateofBilly’satFortBraggwhostill
respects him after the shooting. He spoke of the Pauling family up
the street, whose childrenfrequently sleptover,andwhose one boy,
Billy’s best friend, became a surrogate son to the Kreutzer family;
theirfatherisaretired Navy Captain. Remarkably, several ofthose
veteran officers showed up for Billy’s court-matrtial in uniformand
waited for three days to testify on his behalf without being called

by the defense!

Furtherrounding-outthefather’srespectfulsnapshotofhisson
after her arrival home from work, Billy’s mother recounted his last
visit,twoweeksbeforethe shootingdestroyedtheirpeacefulworld.
She spoke not of local gangs, neither of drugs nor the police, not
of obscene Rap music or of drunken, loutish behavior or any such
contemporary concerns aboutan aggressive Buck Sergeanton military
furlough.UnlikemanyArmymothers,shedidnotneedtospeakofthese
things because her son Billy had been a kind and gentle family man.

She spoke instead of a father-son canoe trip and family picnic
amid the golden hue and falling leaves of autumn. No telltale clues
hinting of murder, nor lunacy; absolutely nothing weird, menacing,
or malignant about her boy. Unlike the text-book profile of serial
mass murderers Billy Kreutzer’s childhood was absent three key
indicators: no bed-wetting, no arson, and no cruelty to animals or
children. He was also not molested, not mentally nor physically
impaired, nor disfigured or unkemptand unattractive, norabandoned
or split between two divorced or feuding and violent parents.

In short, the parental conditions, family environment, and
personal traits that spawned and shaped Billy Kreutzer were absent
every,andall,oftheindicatorsassociatedwithcriminality,lunacy
or extremism.

My next sojourn was less than two miles away, to Surratsville
High School where Billy graduated in 1987. The adults there speak
guardedly of “the Kreutzer shooting” whether or notthey were onthe
job when Billy attended. The paper- shuffling and distracted
administrative office staffhelpedmelocateBilly’'syearbookedited
by Ruth Kessler, the "Boomerang” in commemoration of “The Class to
Beat.”

Flippingtopage68IlfoundWilliamJ.Kreutzer,Jr.betweenMary
BethKlineandShanalLatham.Hisphotowasattractive,serious,proud,
well-groomed,well-dressedinatuxedo,andthoroughlynormal.Having
read the Army accounts of him being awkward and clumsy or oafish, |

Chapter 1



KINGSTON - 28 - Suicide: Destruction of America’s Arm Chapter 1

was surprised by his slender, well-proportioned, and alert visage.
The curt annotation read:

“ Billlikesfamily,friends,money.Floatl2.HonorSociety
11, 12. Wrestling 12. Video Club 12.”

That was it - eleven words and five numbers. No arrogance, no
faddishness,noboastsandnograndiose ambitions. Twoconciselines
of achievement versus the entire rest of that page of students, and
almost all the rest of the multi-cultural class, whose
self-descriptions ran in columns of from two to four inches of
adolescentbombast, love testimonials and gushing groupies. Yet, in
hisownconcisewordsBilly’sachievementsreflectedhonor,academic
achievement, competition, teamwork, and school spirit. As a former
high-school wrestler, and Tae Kwon Do expert, | noted that his
participationinVarsitywrestlingevidencedcourageinadversarial,
one-on-one athletics requiring strength, speed, and agility.

Inthe meantime, the schooladministrators had located several
teacherswhoknewBillypersonally. EconomicsteacherJimSt.Ledger
described him as, “real quiet...a student who was areal brightand
passive kid...NEVER a discipline problem.” When pressed for a
qualifier, he statedflat out, “l can’tsay one bad thingabout him,
which is a lot more than | can say for most of my students.”

When pressed further, he conceded that he had never suspected nor
detected any lurking demons and that Billy was, “never a bully nor
was he ever bullied by the other students.”

History teacher Marie Grouby, took me to bright and airy room
201 where she remembered teaching Billy as a very bright, quiet,
cooperative and thoroughly enjoyable boy. Marie also recounted how
the Army’s agents had descended onthe schoolinthe fallof 1996in
anattempttodig-upcorroboratinginformationtosupporttheircrazy
Billytheories.Shealsorecountedhowsubsequenttotheshootingthe
teachers had gotten together informally and discussed their views
thatBillyhad neverdemonstrated anyweird behavior. Thatgaverise
to the second ironic note of my visit when she detailed how the
school’'s psychology teacher, had subtly implied that she had been
suspicious of Billy’s quiet demeanor. Frankly, suspiciousness of a
guietdemeanorspeaksmoreillofthatsoldier'saccusersthanofhim.

This is especially applicable in the Prince George’s County school
zonewhichisincreasinglybesetbyganginvolvement,accompaniedby
violence, and obscene assaults against teachers.

When | prodded Marie to determine the strength and depth of her
convictions, she stated in powerful tones,

“Colonel, I'mtellingyouandI’'mtellingyoutherehasto
be something more to it! A deeper reason! The whole thing
istotallybizarre. Thatboysnappedforareason.l'vehad
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kidssodarned meanlwould expectanything. Billywas not
one of those bad kids, the whole thing reminds me of the
movieAFEWGOODMENandTHEHAZINGPROBLEMSATANNAPOLIS.”

MarieendedbyassuringmethatshewouldwriteBillyandtestify
if necessary, since he was a product of her school.

As a final testimonial, the schools’ beloved and deceased
wrestlingcoachCharlieWrightreportedlystatedin1987thathebeen
pleasantly surprised by Billy’s performance. In fact, he declared
that he wished Billy would have come out for the team as afreshman.
Billy also displayed team spiritand acceptance by somefifty of his
mostpopularpeersbyparticipatingonthebiggesteventoftheyear,
thedesignandbuildingoftheschool’shomecomingfloat. Somuchfor
the Army’s lone-wolf wacko theory!

Seemingly trivial, but noteworthy also was the fact that
althoughsome 20% ofthe senior classrequired eyeglasses or contact
lenses, Billywas one of only three kids wearing hisinthe yearbook
photo. So much for his alleged easily “wounded narcissism” or
“paranoia’thatmadehimvulnerabletopeerteasing. Thisfinepoint
is especially revealing. If he was so damned vain or fragile why not
shed the glasses like the majority of his classmates? This is the
kind of clue that is particularly important because it is
circumstantial evidence of long-standing routine behavior and
therefore is not susceptible to being lied about, staged or faked.

The Army’s pre-trial clinical analysis, signed by Major C.J.
Diebold,M.D.,theChiefofForensicPsychiatryServiceandPresident
of the Sanity Board depicts him as suffering from:

“Axisl-1.MajorDepression,singleepisode, mild(296.21)
2. Dysthymic Disorder, early onset (300.4)

“Axis Il -Personality Disorder Not Otherwise Specified
9301.9) with Narcissistic and Paranoid Traits.”

The Sanity Board further stipulated that Sgt Kreutzer was:
“Toareasonable degree of medical certainty the accused,
at the time of the alleged criminal conduct, was able to
appreciate the nature and quality or wrongfulness of his
conduct.”

Finally the Army Sanity Board certified that:

“The intelligence level of accused as per the Wechsler
AdultintelligenceScale-Revised(WAIS-R)indicatesafull
scalelQof11, placing himinthe averagetohighaverage
range of intelligence.”
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The Sanity Board, in establishing most of its key points about
Sgt.Kreutzer(highintelligence,responsibility,knowledgeofright
from wrong and sanity) had not contradicted the Surratsville High
Schoolyearbooktestimonial, whichwasinfactaself-portraitofBill
Kreutzer,byBillKreutzer.Withregardtotheboard’sinterpretation
of “narcism” the evidence indicates that if Billy had manifested
inordinate self-love, he had developeditafterhe entered the Army.
But, even allowing the clinical observation some credence, wasita
function of self-admiration, or self-preservation? In other words,
was Billy’s narcissism, really asurvival reactiononthe partofan
individual who was suffering under a relentless campaign of group
hate? If so, itwould be to his credit that he was actually able to
maintain his self-respect and dignity, rather than let his
persecution develop into self-hate, and ultimately suicide.
Unfortunately, for all the victims in this case, that group hatred,
unlike so many other instances of mob persecution, was redirected
right back at the group. No doubt the “Depression single episode,
mild” the board noted might have been the reasonably expected and
obviously temporary result of the incident, the trial, the death
sentenceandhisincarcerationonDeathRow.Whatnormalpersonwould
notbedepressedorturninwardtohimself?Againthatformalclinical
Amy medical prognosis underscores Kreutzer's normality - not his
insanity or any other psychotic pre-condition.

The enduring portrait of Billy Kreutzer painted by his family,
friends and teachers, and those officers and men who knew him best,
standsinstarkandirreconcilable contrasttothe portraitof Billy
Kreutzer concocted by the authorities of the 82nd Airborne Division
at Fort Bragg. The difference between a portrait by realist
Michelangelo, and a surrealist's macabre abstract comes to mind.
Neither the parents, nor the school, nor the hometown yielded any
predilection on the part of Billy Kreutzer to hatred, to anger, to
murder, to act insanely, or to desire suicide. Zero, zip, zilch!

After our discussion his parents expressed gratitude for my
perspective,whichrecasttheirunderstandingofthepreludetotheir
son’s actionsinanew, albeit dreadful, light. They had gratefully
“loaned”their precious sontothe Army ofthe federalgovernmentto
defend ourNation, onlyto have sinisterforces, actingbeyondlegal
authority butwithinthe system, destroy their son; ayoung man, who
had been a model of the all-American boy. Not surprisingly, despite
very limited personal resources, in the face of the Army’s vast
resources, they intended to renew their fight for their son, and |
wished them Godspeed.

How can the cost of this episode be measured? What is the
footprint of this tragedy? No doubt it has forever robbed the lives
of several unsuspecting families of joy and fulfilment; the
Kreutzer’s, the Badgers, and the Castillo’s to be sure. It has
certainly damaged the lives of all eighteen wounded and deprived
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StevenBadgerofhislife. Thattotalmustbeseveralhundredpeople.
It has hopefully scared the hell out of scores of those responsible
forthe contributing factors andinaction. Ithas also sentamorbid
chillthroughthecollectiveconsciousnessofthemilitarycommunity.
Behindthe scenes, ithasremorselessly ended or corrupted dozens of
careers;ithasalsotraumatizedhundreds,demoralizedthousands,and
induced doubt in millions of Americans. As the appeals and final
sentence are administered this corrosive process will continue, to
include the expenditure of millions of tax-payer dollars - and all
forwhat? Forthe conceit, gratificationand“self-admiration”ofan
envious,“grapevine’ofincompetentboysandmen,whowillultimately
be proven to have been lesser soldiers than Sgt. Bill Kreutzer?
Althoughthefinalanalysisawaitsthefederalmilitaryappeals
process, havingbeenalertedbythefirstsensationalmediareports,
fore-armed by Todd Richissin’s investigation, and armed with my own
first-hand observations my initialinstincts have been confirmed. |
suspect they will become conclusive. With that in mind, the openly
vicious campaign against Billy Kreutzer, one of the airborne’s own,
was and continues to be nothing more nor less than the military
version, of battered spouse syndrome, combined with the Gunsmoke
Phenomenon. It was a lynching, pure and simple.

The Truly Guilty

In the case of the United States versus Sergeant William J.
Kreutzer Jr., it would seem that the entire military reporting,
leadership, grievance, counseling, medical screening, and justice
systemshouldhave beenstandinginthedock,andshouldsitondeath
row, withthe American soldierthatthey have sounfairly condemned.

Surely | expect that my judgment in this regard is to be
contested. Accordingly, the circumstances further suggest one of
three rational versions of truth and culpability to choose from:

VERSION A - THE ARMY STORY

The government of course assumes that its fact case is 100%
correctandexclusive,soin1997the Armywouldhavelikedtobelieve
and assert that pre-meditated murder and attempted murder were the
only violations of the UCMJ or statute laws in this case. The
convicted and condemned Private William J. Kreutzer remains, for
whatever motive or judgment, the only culpable individual. This
criminal betrayed his own soldiers. He became the enemy; the Army
system served to validate his deleterious nicknames —he was “Crazy
Kreutzer” and the “Silence of the Lambs” after all. This “system
worked” mindset is the open and shut bias and the end rule that
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precluded effective prevention and adjudication of this case.

VERSION B - The Raleigh News & Observer Investigation

To a limited extent, this unbiased concept acknowledges the
conviction of Kreutzer in accordance with Version A. But, it more
realistically and fairly incorporates serious violations of
regulations by individuals and authorities of the 82nd Airborne
Division which could have precluded the shooting: failure to
acknowledge written requests for medical treatment by a
service-member, gross negligence in assigning asuicidal soldierto
sensitiveorhazardousduty;failuretoconductapersonnelsecurity
clearance assessment or review; failure to reassign an at-risk
soldier at his own request; failure to properly realign duties
commensurate with the unit's upcoming deployment to Bosnia (ORS
versusachildren’sHalloweenHauntedHouse);failure ofthe various
command and staff elements to communicate with each other; failure
of the Senior leadership to prevent a cover-up by self-interested
local command authorities; failure of the Uniform Code of Military
Justice to protecttherights ofthe accused and determine the truth
in accord with the Constitution.

This is the core of the Richissin investigative theory. The
hapless system failed to purge or protect itself from an aberrant,
mentally-illindividual. Yet,acknowledging the credibility of Todd
Richissin’sinvestigationonlyleadstothenextspectrum,ifversion
Aisthatfarwrong,whatelseiswrong? Again,morequestions;taken
altogether the multitude of unanswered questions in this case must
lead to yet another possibility.

VERSION C - The Whole Truth and the Real Story

Ultimately, myhypothesisacknowledgestheguiltofKreutzerin
the shooting incident, but in mitigation as an inevitable and
predictable result of his victimization in a 2.5 year campaign of
hazing, harassment, humiliation, and group tyranny. The original
charge and sentence should have addressed culpability for murder
underconditionsofseverelydiminishedcapacityandinducedduress.

The system not only failed to purge and protect itself, an
aberration in the system, exploited and perpetrated by as yet
unidentified conspirators, created the problem by victimizing
SergeantKreutzer and thereby indirectly causing the death of Major
Badger and the wounding 19 other All-American troopers. If any
substantialpartofthescenarioinVersionBorCiscorrect,aprompt
and adequate retrial is the only credible option for the Army, the
victims, the families, and the condemned soldier.

Chapter 1



KINGSTON - 33 - Suicide: Destruction of America’s Arm

In conclusion, my frame of reference is privileged and speaks
foritself;asapriorairborneinfantry private, latercommissioned
with honors via Infantry OCS, qualified as a Green Beret officer
during the Vietnam Era and recently graduated from the Army War
College with selection for promotion to Colonel, USAR. To be sure,
let there be no doubt, had | been present during Kreutzer’s sniper
attack | would have shot himwithout hesitation or ordered othersto
do so. During his apprehension, | too would have used brutal force,
to include striking him violently in the face or body, as did the
arresting Special Forces troops.

Yet,nowintheaftermathofbloodshed,thefactsimploreempathy
and direct scrutiny away from the first victim, away from the
convictedsoldierKreutzer,tofocusonthetrulyguilty.lftheblack
and white of Version A. was the relevant fact case, | would be the
very last person inthe Army, indeed the world, to counsel leniency
or compassion. Yet, the piercing spotlights of Richissin’s Version
B. suggest the Army has at best colored the truth, or worse thrown
a black and white screen over it. Unfortunately, the full-color,
panoramicimageofKreutzerandhisunitisthereforanyonewitheyes
to see and the moral courage to confront administrative tyranny; as
ahypotheticalmodelconsidertheplightofacagedandhelplessdog,
beatenremorselessly by acruelmaster, thatultimately bitthe hand
that wielded the lash in an instinctive reaction to alleviate it's
own suffering, fully expecting to die in the process. On a more
personalizedandlesstheoreticallevelthewave of currentcases of
battered and emotionally abused women who have murdered their
offendingspousesorthewave ofU.S.Postal Serviceworkerswhohave
attacked their colleagues evidence that Kreutzer's actions have a
human, topical precedent.

No doubt such rationalizations will seem way too much like
fuzzy-headed, civilian, liberal and touchy-feely or psycho-babble
conceptstoapplytothevauntedairbornefraternity. Thankfullythe
unwritten, but universal Code of the Warrior does provide another
example to justify shooting at friendly troops. The general
justification applies if they are acting in an unfriendly,
threatening or deadly manner. For example, if a U.S. Air Force
aircraft is firing on an American or allied infantry position the
groundtroopsarejustifiedinreturningfire ifthey have exhausted
reasonable alternatives. Big surprise; no permissionisrequiredto
saveone’sownlifeindesperationfromdeadly friendlyfires (which
incidentallyclaimedsome2%ofUSAWWIIcasualtiesandareincreasing

to more than 10% during the Persian Gulf War in 1991 and up to 40%

today) so this example is no academic exercise.
Applying this rational to Kreutzer’s case is illuminating; he
perceivedhislifetobeatanend,thethreatwasaninsidiousversion
of friendly fire, a living death by a thousand psychological cuts,
and he responded in desperation. Does that seem like a grotesque
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application of the right to self-defense? Quite right - but, sowas

the unremittingly cruel assault on an individual soldier by his
supposedcomradesandfellowsoldiers.Inmyestimationhewasamodel
youngsergeantwhowasfundamentallyidealisticaswellasambitious,
compassionateaswellascourageous,workinghardtomakeadifference
in the world. He had been promoted ahead of others who resented his
education, intelligence and discipline versus their own thug-like
braggadocio. Although his career ambition has been extinguished, he
retains most of the above qualities and a feeling of sublime
satisfaction with his fate as being in the hands of God. He doesn’t
seemmotivatedbyorconsiderate of subterfuge, normalevolence, nor
malice. Onthe contrary he clearly telegraphed and communicated his
intentions over a period of years and appears to think and use his
headratherthanjustbeingheadstrongorselfishlyimpulsive.lfound

no manifestation of “me first” about him at all. Unlike his
persecutors, unlike hisprosecutors,andunlikethedemontheywould
make of him, Billy Kreutzer was and still is a talented and humble
optimistin the face of death and dishonor. Nobody listened to him,
becausethepersonshewasappealingtowereallpartofthemob, part
of the system that had attacked him, and he is at peace with that
disgraceful truth.

Ostensibly, this incident should have led to a thorough
investigation of such circumstances, but as Todd Richissin
illustrated at the time, the All-American Division failed to
implementanyeffectivechanges.Thehalf-heartedattemptstoprovide
survivor and unitcounseling immediately subsequentto the shooting
were shouted down with contempt and resentment by unit officers

“We don’'t need any outside help...We're the Airborne and
we take care of our own.”

Amen. The All-Americans sure “took care of” Airborne trooper
Billy Kreutzer without any outside help!

Onthe13 ™ ofApril, Ireceivedaletterdatedthe 11 M of April
11,fromBillyKreutzerwhereinheencouragedmetocontacthisformer
subordinates and fellow soldiers. The firstimpression his friends
listconveysisthathehadgoodrelationswithhissquad, hisplatoon
leader,andhisplatoonsergeantwhowasaBritishexchangeNCO(Color
Sergeant David Wakelin) and still does maintain contact with them.
He appears to trust the judgment of these soldiers, despite his own
actions, which had imperiled both their safety, and careers. Being
thus unafraid and unsuspicious of the obviously varied and
potentially hostile opinions of these men, under the circumstances,
directly refutes the “paranoiac tendencies” and “narcissistic
behavior” ascribed to him by the Army after the incident.

It also negates the pre-shooting determination by Major Fong
thatKreutzerdid nothave sufficientcopingmechanisms. Inreality,
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Kreutzer coped by communicating directly and eloquently with those
of his fellow soldiers, and his chain of command who were most
reasonable, and responsible. Specifically, this included his chain
ofcommandandwhenthatdidn’tworkhewenttothespecialstaffsuch
as the Chaplain, the Medical Clinic, and of course, Major Fong.
Unfortunately, they didn’t respond effectively, because they
couldn’tcope withthe complexandinter-related pervasive problems
caused by the hypocritical Army policies evidenced by Sergeant
Kreutzer's complaints. It should be no revelation to anyone that it
istoo easy to blame the messenger of bad tidings inthe Army - then
toconfrontrootcauses-andwithoutknowingitSgtKreutzer'shonest
reports put him in the typical whistle-blower profile of a social
misfit with emotional instability, or mental impairment.

In historically bad armies it has always been much easier to
isolate and destroy one lone soldier who was trying to do the right
thing,thantorectifyinstitutionalmalaise;besidesithelpstocull
the packofupstartsormavericksandcross-levelscompetitionamong
mediocrities who are always seeking the protection of the normative

group.

Witnesstheobservationsandcommentsofformer Army Specialist

FourthClassBurlMays,aninfantryparatrooperofKreutzer'sweapons
squad, now making a living in Oklahoma City:

“Sergeant Kreutzer was great...a great NCO...he was an
exceptional squad leader...but they drove Sergeant
Kreutzer crazy! | mean he...yeah he may seem to have
cracked...buthewasintotalcontrolofhimself,hewasn’t
reallycrazy.HedidnotdeservetobecalledCrazyKreutzer

or any of that bullshit! | told them that at the Article
32Hearing,buttheynevercalledmeatthe CourtMartial?”

Somuchforthe Army’sone-lone-nuttheory! FormertrooperMays

then described his experiences with the vaunted 2nd Brigade, the
Golden Falcons of the 82nd Airborne at Fort Bragg:

“Ourusualduty-day after First Callat0500 was from 0600

to 2100 hours which means a 0430 wake-up after only five
hours of sleepincluding most Saturdays and some Sundays.
They were killing us with unnecessary work...with
make-believe bullshit! All the officers just wanted to
provetheywerethebest.OurCompanyandtheBattalionwere
firing Sergeant E-5's who had just graduated from Ranger
School,everybodyseemedtobetryingtooutdoandundercut
andshitoneverybodyelse!ExceptforBill,hereallytried

to help his soldiers. They wouldn’task him to go out, or
godrinking,orgoparty-buttherestoftheCompanywould
always ask him for help, or a ride, or when they needed
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something,neededsomeequipment.Hewasusuallythefirst
up in the barracks in the morning. No, | didn't ever see
anyone openly harass or humiliate Bill, but now | see how
they screwed him behind his back, cut him off.”

Burl Mays, evidencing grave regrets then recounted his ordeal
ofbeinginthekillzoneofanambushexecutedbyhisownsquadleader.
Hereadilyadmitstofeelings of personalbetrayal, buthasaccepted
Kreutzer’s voluntary and explicit apology, that he might have come
to harm during the shooting:

“Thenightbeforethe shooting, Billcalled meandtold me
what he intended to do. Recognizing serious trouble |
notifiedourFirstSergeant,(TimothyLindsey)immediately
the next morning prior to the Brigade PT formation. Bill
had previously given methe keystohisroomandouralert
bagssothe First Sergeantordered metogotheretocheck
uponhim.Whenlenteredtheroomhisbedhadnotbeenslept
in, and there was an official Last Will and Testament
worksheetfromthelegalassistancecenteronhisdesk.The
First Sergeantthen ordered me into the PT formation, but
| stood off to the side and warned other guys. Some were
apprehensive like me, but most just laughed it off.”

The shadows of BMNT were further obfuscated that morning by a
densefogthatclungtothegroundovertheathleticfielduntil0630
hours.Strangely,asifconfirmingpriorknowledge,theformationhad
beenreversed so as to place the Command Group on the opposite side
oftheformationfromKreutzer’'spositioninthetree-line.Burlalso
noted that several of the Brigade Commander’s staff officers were
furtively hiding, or observing alongside both sides of a speakers
standinteams ofthree, as ifforming asmallready reactionforce,
which was not their usual station. As further confirmation that the
2nd Brigade’s leaders had been warned of the impending attack, when
the first of twenty small-caliber rounds went off, Burl and several
othersranawaywhiletheirofficerspompously shouted, “Rock steady
men - rock steady!”

Unconvinced by their supercilious manner, Specialist Burl
bolted down a dark road some 10-15 meters past Kreutzer’s firing
position and recalls:

“l actually thought | was looking down along my grave. |
ranabout 150 meterstothe streetand threw myselfinthe
gutter down alongside the curb. Looking up | heard the
firingchangetoanM-16andsawstreamsoftracerscracking
overtheheadsofthe scatteringformation. ltwasobvious
that the sniper had decided not to aim to shoot anyone at
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thatpoint.ltwasalloverinwhatseemedlike 90seconds.
Asllaytherelrecalledadiscussionlhadwith Billsome
three weeks before abouthowwewouldassaultasniper,in
a stadium ambush, like the scenario in the movie Black
Sunday.Weagreedthatasniper'sbestchanceatachieving
surprisewouldbetouseasilencedorsub-sonicweaponwith
CCl stingers. Bill later told me that he was sorry he had
shotCaptainBadger, butthatBadgerhadcomefromnowhere
and surprised him, and it was an un-aimed, close-range,
reflexshot.Billsaidthat,‘Icouldaskhimanything’and

he told me, ‘l wastired ofthem fucking with us, with our
squad...l did it for my soldiers Burl!”

As he paused from talking the undulations of his sorrow washed
over both of us. | recalled Kreutzer’s Surratsville High school
Yearbook; on page 36 was a portrait from a contemporary motion
picture. The program postulated human relationships and rights ten
years after a hypothetical Soviet takeover of the American
government. The caption read:

AMERIKA

The world is different.
The dream is the same.

Let freedom ring.

Patiently, laskedtrooper Mayswhathe thoughtmighthave been
the triggering incident, to which he had little doubt and a ready
answer that coincided with my own best guess:

“SometimeaftertheincidentlwentouttodinnerwithStaff
SergeantEphraimZavalaoftheThirdPlatoonandourwives.
Zavala asked me what | thought put Sgt. Kreutzer over the
edge and | told him it was the Halloween Party. He said,
‘Yeah, | really did fuck him over on that. | put that on
Kreutzer, | fucked him over?

Itturns outthat SSGT Zavala, was the Acting Platoon Sergeant
from another (read as competing) Platoon; Zavala had with malicious
intent also put the Lock and Keys security problem on Kreutzer,
through the offices of First Sergeant Lindsey, when the NCO
responsiblewasinjuredinaPara-drop. Lindseywasnotunsuspecting
because herefusedtohonorKreutzer'srequestto berelieved ofthe
family support group’s Halloween party duty; which appears to have
been a malevolent attempt to make him look and feel ridiculous.
Compounding this internecine and unethical warfare, Kreutzer’s
assigned Platoon Sergeant was a British exchange NCO who was
temporarily absent. Although the American troopers respected and
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liked him, predictably the professional and mature Brit often

confused and confounded the platoon with his Victorian style of
Englishconduct,whilehisfrankassessmentsofthelackofhonorand
integrityatFortBraggweredisquieting.ltwouldbehardtoconclude
thatthiscircumstancealonehadnotcontributedsignificantlytothe
estrangement of Kreutzer’s platoon and squad within the company as

a whole.

Mays continued to pour out his soul’s torment:

“Both Zavala and the First Sergeant were feeling me out
aboutwhyithappenedandtheFirstSergeanthadeventried
togetmetochangemyrecollectionofeventsonthemorning

of the shooting, and prior to my testimony to the CID. It
seemscrazy,butafterweranawayfromthefield,theFirst
Sergeant,orderedmetoguardthe doortothe orderlyroom
withthe unit Guido even before we knewthat Billhad been
caught. Instead, at0647, | called my wife and then | just
broke down. The First Sergeant was afraid that Kreutzer
would come back for him, and then he called me into the
orderly room...he wanted me to agree that | had not told
him about Bill's threats that day. He was trying hard to
scriptmeandtocuthimselfoutofresponsibilityforwhat
happened. He even tried several versions hoping to erase
mywarningstoeveryonebeforehand,andhiscommentsduring
theBrigadeformation.ThenextdayCaptainBalkavitchtold
thewholecompanythatlwaspersonallyresponsibleforthe
incident. Because ofthe crushing guiltand duressdumped
on me, | went to the mental health clinic and they just
turned me away because | wasn’t suicidal and didn’'t have
anappointment.Theythrewmeout,basically. Threwmeback
tothewolves!Afterthat,thecompanydeniedmeenroliment
atPLDC (Primary Leadership DevelopmentCourse)becausel
wasn’'tateam-player, so | couldn’'tever become an NCO. |
was ordered not to talk to anyone, and was basically
segregated from the Army at that point. They let me know

| was special then, that | was done, they let me know it.
When | first arrived at Bragg, during my first jump with
the82ndlhadatotalparachute malfunctionandhadtocut
mymainawayandrideinonmyreserve. Theybroughtmeinto
the Battalion commander’s office for a verbal
commendation,anatta-boy...wecallitaHOOHAH-thingnow.
But, inthe end, theyreally treated me like shit. Many of
ushadtalkedaboutdeathatBraggonadailybasis.Infact,

| had premonitions that someone would die in the Company
before I left , Ithought it might be my squad leader
never in my wildest dreams did | think it would be the
Brigadestaffatthehandsofmysquadleader,NEVER!
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lleftthe Army,lhadrecurringdreamsofsomeoneshooting
people in a grocery store...and now it has become my
nightmare, of me going into a grocery store and shooting
people.”

Those observations from America’s heart-land evidence anguish
and authentic emotion. There speaks the soul of a young man walking
the shadows between heaven and hell, puzzled as to when, indeed if
ever,hewillfindthedoorwaybacktothe AmericanDream.Awonderful
myth that he thought he was defending as part of the All-American
Division;heisvexedthatitmayeludehimevermore-havingvanished
irretrievablyalongwiththe BMNT mistsandechoesofgunfireatFort
Bragg on October 27th, 1995,

“lwas madetofeelguilt, butlonlytriedtodotheright
thing? ”

The truthfulness of Trooper Mays’ testimony is more than
corroboratedbyformerArmySpecialistMatthewWatson,nowlivingand
working in Virginia Beach and planning to go to College via the Gl
Bill:

“BillKreutzerwasatremendouslyGOOD Sergeant, hereally
cared for his troops more than anyone else. Not like the
ass-kissingBoy-Scoutsandticket-punchingofficersinthe
82nd.Assquadleaderhegotalltheresponsibility... but

none oftherespect...he was denied the support he needed
to do his job. He was put in circumstances where he was
screwednomatterwhathedid.Hewassingledout.Hissquad
wasalwayssplitup, alwaysputundersupervisionofother
Sergeants, yet he never stopped trying to do the right
thing, do hisduty by hismen. Irememberthatjustbefore
theincidenthe was given an additional 24-hour duty, and
then again another 24-hour duty within days, and then an
ORS (Operational Ready Statusinspection), thenthey made
him Lock and Keys NCO just before an inspection, and then
theHalloweenparty...hewasYOUKNOWset-upforfailure.”

Again,withoutanycoachingorpromise of personalbenefit,the
soft-spoken soldier from Virginia had confirmed my own assessment,
as well as the sentiments of Kreutzer’'s hometown, his parents, his
bestfriends, hisArmybuddy; MattWatsontherebyfurtherrefutedthe
Army characterization of Sergeant Kreutzer. Additionally, he also
filled-in more of the missing elements with regard to the
institutional cause factors:

“Theshootingwastheresultofalongseriesofincidents.
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Revenge against the Army was a big thing in the gripes
common among the menin that particular platoon, notjust
Kreutzer.Atfirstithoughtitwasbecauseofthedifferent

style of leadership of (British) Color Sergeant Wakelin,

but now I think it was because there are so many pussies
inthe Armywhowanttolookgood, givesomebodyanArticle
15 or court-martial and move on...that drives serious
soldiers out. Of all, | think it started in the (Sinai)
Desert,whenhe gavean OPORD (Operations Order)onhowhe
could kill his entire squad which we all had heard about
andresultedinhisbeingsenttoPSYCH-EVAL.Then,oneday
at Bragg, the 2nd Platoon Sergeant started screaming at
Bill and the rest of his squad in a very unprofessional
manner. This encouraged all the other lower-ranking
soldiersinthe companyto treat Sergeant Kreutzerinthe
same disrespectful manner, calling him Crazy Kreutzer or
Silence of the Lambs. | realized then that Sergeant
Kreutzer couldn’t enforce his CODE as an NCO because the
other Sergeants didn’t support him. On occasion an NCO
woulddefendKreutzer,comeuptohisharassersandsay‘you
guys are going too far’ - but, it just got worse. One of

the most unfair things at Bragg was the three week RIP
gualification (Ranger Indoctrination Program). About 160
troopswouldstartedandwithonly12orl13left,theymight

be told that the Ranger Regiment didn’t want any of
them...they made it through the course but wouldn’t get
selected.lhadtogothroughthecoursetwice,andlthink
Billwentthroughandthendidn’tgetselected. Theywould
just say we don’'t want any of you. It was a real morale
crusher.”

In 1997, as | was looking back for the first time on their
infantry soldier observations and eye-witness testimony it was
difficult not to believe these honorably discharged paratroopers —
having spoken from the heart, they have absolutely nothing to gain
orloseinthiscase exceptthetruth. Although,theyarenowclearly
wary and distrustful of the Regular Army, they both joined the
National Guard in their home States, and assert thatthe Guard is a
lotmore hard-coreandprofessionalthanthe82ndAirborne Division!
They alsorecall thatin the 82 "d their line Infantry companies were
manned by mostly White soldiers while the Division’s administrative
and logistics units were constituted mostly of Black troops. Yet,
curiously, Black-Whiteraceissuesdid notappearto play any factor
whatsoeverincreatingthiscase,unlikevirtuallyeveryotherpublic
dispute in America today; curious because if Bill Kreutzer was so
damned paranoidorsoself-loving-whydidhe notexpressanyracist
fears,orhatred,orangeratnon-whites?Couldthatanomalyindicate
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thatSergeantKreutzerwasneitherparanoid, nornarcissisticbefore
he was subjected to the All-American’s soul-killing leadership?
SomenewsreportsandcourtdocumentsrevealedthatKreutzerhad
“contemplated suicide at age 16” which to me is irrelevant and
meaningless; who at some time out of despair or curiosity has not
“contemplated” his own life and death — for whatever that means. It
wasalsoreportedthathehadmadethreatsorfantasizedoutloudabout
killingfellowsoldiersaftertheyteased himandplayed“practical’
jokes on him. The many mean-spirited paratroopers described as his
“fellow” soldierswere actually farfromthat-inreality they were
hisself-declaredenemies.Somewereveteranswhohadkilledincombat
and none were Boy scouts in Sunday school, one cannot have it both
ways. Theirso-calledteasingwasviciousphysicalhazing-andtheir
ownrelentlessthreatsin a Ninja-like culture directed at Kreutzer
weretheunlawfulprecursors,tohisNinja-likereaction.Witnessthe
reality behind hisreputed “suicidal tendencies” and “self-love” in
hisletterstomeinApril,whichismore evidence ofthe elite-unit,
killer culture an otherwise normalyoung manhadbeenindoctrinated
with AFTER he joined the Army:

“ Iseriously considered shooting myself. lalways carried
onelive round ofammunition withme inthe field for just
such a reason. Because | was a decent hard-working
soldier...the real sting came from being seen as
incompetent by my fellow soldiers...l feel (actually |
know)thatpeopleresentedmebecauselmademyrankquickly
because of my college education...that | didn’t properly
earn my rank. Eventually | began to feel that way too. |
began to feel unworthy.”

Remarkably,althoughthetroopersinhisownsquadfeltbetrayed
byhimtheydidnotblameSergeantKreutzer;infacttheydonotregard
himascrazy—nordotheyholdhisnameorhisroleastheir Sergeant
in contempt. Instead, they consciously and quite conscientiously
blame their officers and other NCOs, they blame the 82nd Airborne,
theyblametheArmy,andofcoursetheyblame“THESYSTEM.”Ominously
each and every one of Bill Kreutzer’s fellow soldiers closed my
interviews with a uniform warning:

“There are a lot of them Sir...a lot of other Sergeant
Kreutzer’s...out there!”

That ominous reality is especially relevant because it echoed and
reinforces Sgt. Kreutzer’s written words to me in his letter of 11
April:

“First,Iwanttoaddresstheproblemofsoldiersattacking
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theirunits. Ifeelthatitwillsurelyhappenagaininthe
future...atbothCampLejueneandatCumberlandCountyJail

| met some soldiers jailed on minor charges. They all
supportedmyactionsandsaidtheyknewpeoplewhofeltthe

same as | did but were afraid to act ...forevery one like
me who did it, there’s 100 out there that think about it.

Something has to be done to stop it.”

Subsequently - and interestingly as an obvious, immediate
reactiontoKreutzer'sevidentiaryadmissionsandimplicationstome
-on April 16, 1997, I received a worried phone call from Major Les
Nepper of the Army Legal Services Agency in Falls Church Virginia.
MajorNepperwasatfirstdulyconcernedforhisclient'swelfareand
his continued communications with me (obviously government
monitored) as someone “alleging” to be a Colonel. After | telefaxed
him a copy of my official Officer Records Brief, Major Nepper
gratefully expressed his eagerness to obtain any additional
information or assistance with issues before the appellate courts.

We discussed my formulations with regard to the institutional
circumstances that led to the crime and when | inquired as to
Kreutzer's’chancestoavoidthedeathpenalty,lwastoldtherewere
groundsforanappealbecausehisoriginallawyerswereinexperienced
and ineffective and they were not given access to experts and
resources for a proper defense. Unfortunately, at the time the
military community was moving to reinstate executions at Fort
LeavenworthDisciplinaryBarracks,wherethelastinmatewasexecuted
in 1961 by hanging. In response, | was succinctly warned:

“ Although Kreutzer is technically last in line as number
nine, on a death row of nine non-white prisoners, his is
the only case in which RACE is NOT a factor

Inshort, in 1997 Kreutzer was the only condemned soldier most
likely to be executed any time soon and that because of the color of
his skin! More accurately because of the lack of color of his skin
-becausehisfairAnglo-Saxonskin-waswhiteandnotblack,hewould
be the first to die instead of the last in line! So the RACE issue
wouldbeafactorinthiscaseafterall-BUTASADELIBERATEFUNCTION
OFREVERSEDISCRIMINATION-whileattheverysametimetheArmyJudge
Advocatedespiteallhiscredentialsinlawcouldstateineffectthat
race could NOT be a factor in a case - unless your skin was black!

| then learned to my utter chagrin some of the Army’s most
disturbingstatistics:135peoplehavebeenexecutedbytheArmysince
1916; the last military execution was held onthe 13 ™ of April 1961
when convicted U.S. Army Private John A. Bennett was hanged for the
rape and attempted murder ofayoung girl;in 1983, the Armed Forces
CourtofAppealsruledthatmilitarydeathsentencingprocedureswere
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unconstitutional because they failed to require a finding of
individualized aggravating circumstances; the death penalty was
reinstated in 1984 by President Ronald Reagan in an Executive Order
that specified detailed rules including a list of 11 aggravating
factors that can qualify defendants for death sentences in
Courts-Martial; for crimes that occurred after 1997, a sentence of
lifewithoutthe possibility of parolewould be possible, previously
convicts serving a life sentence were eligible for parole after
servingonly 10years;the Uniform Code of Military Justice provides
the death penalty for 15 offenses, in peace and wartime; only the
President as Commander-In-Chief has the power to commute a death
sentence and no soldier can be executed unless the President
personally confirms the death penalty; finally and most disturbing,
all the convicts on Fort Leavenworth’s military Death Row were men
convicted of premeditated murder orfelony murder—andKreutzerwas
the only white man!
Attheendofthecall,MajorNepper’'sanxietychangedtorelief;
he thanked me for my help and we agreed to communicate as required.
The defense team appeared to be sincere, but, they would still need
toactuallyrequisitionmoneyforanappeal,anddiligentlystave off
the pervasive and subtle command influences of senior and political
officials. They of course disclaimed any hint of undue command
influence, but unlike the civil system, military defense attorneys
workforthe sameofficersthatsupervisethe prosecutionattorneys,
and they all work for the Chief of Staff of the Army. On a positive
note, for me and for Kreutzer, the very next day | received a very
encouraging letter dated April 16 th 1997 from Nepper’s colleague
Appellate Defense Counsel, Captain Mary J. Bradley of the USA Legal
Services Agency stating:

“ Presently,ateamofthreeattorneysareactivelyworking
onSGTKreutzer'sappeal:ColonelJohnT.Phelps,MajorLes
Nepper, Captain Mary Bradley, and Michelle Washington...we
areeagertoinvestigateanddiscoveranyinformationthat

could lead to issues for the appellate courts. Any

information that you can provide to us would be helpful.”

limmediatelyforwardedthedefenseteammycorrespondencewith
Kreutzer, a draft of this chapter and a copy of a key Defense
Intelligence Agency study thatidentified mobbing ofindividuals by
groupsasaninstitutionalproblem: The Gunsmoke Phenomenon. The DIA
studyhadbeenpublishedonvideotapebutwasnotwidelydisseminated
—ldiscoveredittomy amazementgathering dustinthe DIAlibrary.
Itthereforeseemedworthwhiletoattempttodiscernhowthisincident
might have been interpreted by the Army as an institution, and how
itwasperceivedbytroopsnotunderthe FortBragg“mafia”’umbrella.
Without fanfare, | queried several soldiers at Fort Myer, who by
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happen-stance were my momentary racquetball partners on a Saturday
work-out, and had no idea of who | was, beyond being a middle-aged,
gray-bearded guy with access to the gym. In their initial estimate,
maybe they considered me to be one of the post firemen or a
civil-service employee, dependent, parentorretiree. Theywere all
junior enlisted NONCOMS of the elite Third Infantry regiment, “The
Old Guard” ceremonial unit, which guards the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier and conducts burial details at Arlington cemetery; as well
as providing the first military combat reaction force in event of a
serious threat to the federal Seat-of-Government (SOG) or (USG).
Thefirstrespondentwasanathletic,verymilitaristictrooper
with an Airborne buzz-cut, who disavowed his Infantry sweatshirt as
a “communicator” (commo man). Not surprisingly, he propitiated the
Armyversion,ineffectsayingKreutzerwasguiltywithoutmitigation
ormercy,frythebastardbecause,“youcan’tshootatthemilitary.”
Automatic resentment - with no questions, and no doubts!
Thesecondrespondentwasapublicaffairsspecialist,withmore
intellect than athletic prowess who had learned the tactics and
techniques of our six games of racquetball quicker than his more
aggressive partnerandsportedlongerhairandacollege T-shirt. He
knewmostofthe storyincludingthe salientelements of Richissin’s
version. Hewas inclined to formulate his judgmentbased onthe open
guestions, of what could have compelled an American soldier to such
actions?Hewassuspicious,ifnotirreverentlyso,ofthelightening
swift Court-Martial conviction.
Whenlgavethethirdsoldieranopportunitytorespondandoffer
his assessment, he first asked me who | was, which indicated an
enhanceddegreeofconsequentawareness.Predictably,whenlinformed
them that | was reserve Colonel with a Special Forces military
background of some three decades their body language and demeanor
changed instantly. This third respondent, who had appeared as
preparedtogiveabeardedandnaivecivilianamedicallyenlightened
earful,quicklyclammedup. The besthe could stammerwasthathewas
amedic, period. Eerily, he appeared to be the walking and talking,
physical twin of Billy Kreutzer, the same shape, size, height,
crew-cut and eyeglasses; plus the persona, a quiet manner of
high-intellect, and deference to authority. Essentially, and
provocatively, he appeared to be reluctant to communicate
unofficially.
More interestingly, my final question to this representative
sampleofyoungsoldiersdrewanunsettling,butpredictable,result;
the Army had provided them with not one scintilla of information on
the subject. No Command Information bulletins. No Court-Matrtial
results. No medical or EEO information papers. No advice on how to
effectively access the Army grievance, or counseling system, and no
cautionaryorethicaladvisories, period.Nothing,nada, zilch! With
regardtothemostseriousdomesticarmedkillingspreeinthe Army’s
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history? Infact, itmay have beenthe deadliest publicincident of
armed-assaultbyanAmericansoldieragainsthiscomradesinhistory.
Beyondmilitaryhistory,itwascertainlyoneofthemostdevastating
tolls inflicted by a single gunman on American soil, producing 19
casualties in less than a few minutes; it narrowly could have been
muchworse,hadtheshooternothadachangeofheart.Yet,everything
these elite troops (guarding the Seat of Government - the Military
DistrictofWashington)hadlearnedtheyhadpicked-upinpassingfrom
the open-source, non-government media, principally television and
the newspapers.

Hopefully, despite a virtual black-out on official
responsibility, this case may yet lead to the beginning of the end
with regard to the possibility of such friendly sniper-fire in
America’s Army derivative of the DIA Gunsmoke Phenomenon; ifso, it
mightyetserveajustandnoblecause.Accordingly,lwhole-heartedly
believe that Raleigh News and Observer reporter Todd Richissin’s
common sense perspective, rational investigation and methodical
reporting willhave servedto atleast crack the door alittle wider
to the bigger story of indiscipline, demoralization, murders,
unresolveddeaths,andsuicidesintheArmy.Thatstory,hiddenbehind
thestory,whichtheArmyandtheAll-AmericanDivisionwereearnestly
spinningin1997,sublimatesadreadfulbutcher’sbillof6,046troops
duringtheperiod1979-1995: Enoughtroopstomantwocombatbrigades!

Themostfrightfulguestionsstillremainalmostadecadelater.
How many other Sergeant Kreutzer’s are suffering silently outthere
—how many will strike back? Worse, how many more good and innocent
soldiers like Major Badger will die, and how many more troops will
be crippled emotionally or physically? How long before the cover-up
of THE SYSTEM that produced this and numerous similar tragedies
resulting in such a shameful death tollare unmasked? Additionally,
doesthe ArmedForces Death-Rowwaitinglistconstitutingalmost90%
of African-American soldiers evidence the inordinate death
sentencing and legal killing of black versus white soldier convicts
byaprimarily CaucasianGeneral Officerand Advocate General Corps?
Andjustwhenwillthe Army leadership be revamped asrecommended by
every Army professional development study conducted in the last
thirty years? Every question raises more questions, and every
investigated clue raises more disturbing clues - to more hidden
problems.

Initially, it was the my concern about the suicide and murder
epidemicinthe Army,compoundedbythehorrificSgt.Kreutzersniper
casethatcompelledmetoinitiatethiswork—intheinterveningyears
thosecircumstanceshavebecomeworse-thealarmingandaccelerating
results of the ever-escalating Global War on Terror have further
guidedmetodevelopthelovinglyhostile,criticalperspectivewhich
follows in the succeeding chapters.



