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is pleased to share with you 
background from the Ft. 

er perspective on the increas- 
critical role that Army Aviation 
'play if our Army is to be able 

counterparts and retired 
family they may be some- 

new; but it is indeed important 

for the aviation community 
should be on where we have 
where we are and how we 

sing the Training and Doctrine 
mand (TRADOC) Mission 
Analysis (MAA) and our recent 

Program Review (SPR) to 
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of two light observation 
t were assigned to each Field 

headquarters. The invasion 

the deck of the carrier USS 

, even after 20 years and two 

y Aviation-in less than four 

decades, in three major conflicts, 
on every continent. Army Aviation 
has now evolved from a small auxil- 
iary force of the Field Artillery to 
become a full-fledged member of 
the combined arms team. 

TODAY 
As part of the Total Army, our 

active forces have more than 5,800 
aircraft in the field with 7,000 com- 
missioned officers. 5,800 warrant 
officer aviators, and 23,000 non- 
commissioned officers and enlisted 
service members deployed world- 
wide. However, the status of our 
total aviation force is critically de- 
pendent on our Reserve Components: 
The National Guard, with about 
2.550 aircraft at 85 installations, 
represents some 50 percent of all 
CONUS aviation forces while the 
Army Reserve has about 510 aircraft 
located in 38 Army Reserve flight 
facilities across the nation. Together 
they contain a wealth of tactical 
experience. The Guard aviation fleet 
has come a long way in the past 10 
years, and while the majority of its 
aircraft are the same as our active 
fleet, an area of continuing concern 
is their attack aircraft which are 

mainly UH-1 B, C and M model 
Hueys. The bright spot is that AH-1 
Cobras are now being assigned and 
the National Guard is doing a fine 
job of training with them. The 
principal utility helicopter in the 
Reserve Components will continue 
to be the UH-1; however, UH-60 
Black Hawks are now being issued 
for cross-training. Furthermore, CH- 
47A Chinooks will be replaced with 
CH-47C models during the coming 
decade, and under current plans 
they will receive the "D" model 
Chinook in the 1990s. 

Cavalry Brigade 
Air Attack (CBAA) 

With respect to force organiza- 
tion, the generic Air Cavalry At- 
tack Brigade (ACAB) is on the 
ground for testing in the 9th Infantry 
Division at Ft. Lewis. WA- where 
it is designated the 9th Cavalry Bri- 
gade (Air Attack) or CBAA. The 
CBAA is a highly mobile and flex- 
ible maneuver brigade tailored to 
fight (figure 1). It optimizes employ- 
ment of all the new aviation equip- 
ment and provides the division com- 
mander additional tactical flexibility 
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FIGURE 1: Cavalry Brigade Air Attack (CBAA)-a maneuver brigade 
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FIGURE 2: Cavalry Brigade Air Attack (CBAA)-aviation maneuver force 
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SOVIET ARMED 
HELICOPTERS = CHECKMATE? 

FIGURE 3: AirLand Battle 

as all aviation assets of the division 
are located in this single brigade. 
The CBAA is an aviation maneuver 
force which has a full staff con~ple- 
ment capable of planning and con- 
ducting combat operations to the 
rear and the flanks of the division, 
as well as the capacity to assume 
control of ground assets as necessary 
for mission accomplishment. 
The modularity of the brigade 
was designed to provide for im- 
proved command and control of 
aviation resources and to exploit 
the ability of the division to mass 
antiarmor forces (figure 2). 

We know so well that the threat 
we face on the AirLand Battlefield 
outnumbers us significantly in main 
battle tanks. For this reason we try 
to organize and optimize our attack 
helicopter force to kill enemy tanks 
and threat systems. This would even 
the odds for the combined arms 
team. But now we face the real and 
imminent possibility that the threat 
will outnumber us not only in tanks 
but also in attack helicopters; thus, 
we could be checkmated (figure 3 ) .  

In other words. to protect both 
our offensive and defenrive capa- 
bility on the ground and in the air. 
we must carefully guard our aviation 
forces-anci yet go after theirs!! 

T o  combat this threat. Army 
Aviation forces, through the applica- 
tion of the inherent characteristics 
of  speed and economy of force 
coupled with great firepower (figure 
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